ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE
Social Sciences Division

REL 101 – Origins of Hebrew Christian Thought
Course Outline

Course Number & Name:   REL 101 Origins of Hebrew Christian Thought
Credit Hours:   3.0
Contact Hours:   3.0
Lecture:  3.0
Lab:  N/A
Other:  N/A
Prerequisites or Co-requisites:  Grade of “C” or better in ENG 096 and RDG 096 and REL 105 or permission of the Division Chairperson
Concurrent Courses:   None
Course Outline Revision Date:   Fall 2010
Course Description: This course examines the religious thought and the social, cultural, and philosophical development of two of the monotheistic religions, Judaism and Christianity. Special emphasis will be placed on commonalities and the unique differences between the two religions as the course explores the factors that helped form Judaism and Christianity within a global context.
Course Goals: Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:
1.
discuss the relationship between Judaism and Christianity;
2.
discuss the development of the Hebrew Bible and its influence on the New Testament;
3.
explain the importance of Jewish history and religion covering specified years of: 1900 – 1200 BCE (Abraham to King David), 586 BCE (deportation of Jews to Babylon, the return, and Second Temple period), 70 CE (destruction of Jerusalem by Romans), 1492 CE (expulsion of Jews from Spain), and 1940 CE (Zionism and formation of modern Jewish state in Israel);
4.
explain the major themes utilized by Maimonides as central to Jewish faith;
5.
identify the main themes of Jesus’ teachings and describe how they are similar to and different from those of Judaism;
6.
explain the importance of Christian history and religion covering specified years of: the first century (from Jesus’ birth to completion of New Testament writings), fourth century (Arian heresy and Council of Constantinople), 1054 (schism between Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox Church), 1517 (Martin Luther and Protestant Reformation), 1725 – 1750 (Great Awakening and birth of modern missions), and 1908 (birth of Pentecostalism); and
7.
explain the significance of the Nicene Creed.
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs): Upon successful completion of this course, students should specifically be able to do the following:
1.
Discuss the relationship between Judaism and Christianity:
1.1
identify the major shared religious icons in Judaism and Christianity;
1.2
identify the major points of demarcation between Jewish and Christian thought;
1.3
explain the concept of Covenant as viewed by Judaism and Christianity; and
1.4
describe how Rabbinic Judaism and Christianity were born of similar political, social and religious stimuli
2.
Discuss the development of the Hebrew Bible and its influence on the New Testament:
2.1
list the three major divisions of the Jewish Tanakh;
2.2
name a book from each of the three major divisions of the Jewish Tanakh;
2.3
outline the major themes and name some major characters in the Tanakh;
2.4
explain the relationship between the Mishnah and the Talmud; and

2.5
explain the relationship between the Tanakh and the Christian Bible
3.
Explain the importance of Jewish history and religion covering specified years of: 1900 – 1200 BCE (Abraham to King David), 586 BCE (deportation of Jews to Babylon, the return, and Second Temple period), 70 CE (destruction of Jerusalem by Romans), 1492 CE (expulsion of Jews from Spain), and 1940 CE (Zionism and formation of modern Jewish state in Israel):
3.1
identify the Hebrew patriarchs and discuss their importance to Judaism;
3.2
sketch a map of the geographic land given to the Israelites according to their religious beliefs;
3.3
discuss the Christian view of God’s covenants with the Jews concerning the promise for a homeland;
3.4
discuss the building of the First Temple and the cultural, social, and religious importance of the Temple for Jewish religious life;
3.5
outline the social, cultural, and religious impact of the destruction of the First Temple and the Babylonian captivity upon Jewish religious thought and life;
3.6
explain the significance of the actions of Ezra the Scribe, the rise of the sect of the Pharisees and displacement of Zadokite priesthood during the Second Temple period;
3.7
describe the influence and reasons for the following occurrences in Judaism:
· the fall of Jerusalem to the Romans and the destruction of Herod’s Temple
· the completion of the Jewish Canon of Tanakh
· the compilation of Mishnah
· the completion of the Babylonian Talmud and the Palestinian Talmud
· the rise of classical Rabbinic Judaism
3.8
compare and contrast the factors leading to the massacre of Jews in Europe by crusaders en route to the Holy Land and the expulsion of Jews from Spain;
3.9
discuss and form a time line regarding the Jewish Diaspora and the social, cultural, and religious challenges they faced in Europe and the Middle East;
3.10
explain the influence of Hellenism on Jewish and Christian thought;
3.11
identify the factors that contributed to Baal Shem Tov beginning Hasidism;
3.12
identify the factors that contributed to the rise of Zionism and return of Jews to land of Israel; and
3.13
discuss the importance of the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947 for Christians and Jews
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs) (continued):
4.
Explain the major themes utilized by Maimonides as central to Jewish faith:
4.1
identify Maimonides;
4.2
discuss the social and religious context for Maimonides’ work; and
4.3
discuss Maimonides’ major themes within the context of the development of Jewish religious thought and social change
5.
Identify the main themes of Jesus’ teachings and describe how they are similar to and different from those of Judaism:
5.1
compare and contrast the ways Jesus fulfilled the role of Jewish Messiah;
5.2
list the Old Testament Scriptures and Jesus’ teachings that are similar;
5.3
identify the teachings of Jesus that are different from Old Testament Scriptures;
5.4
identify what Jewish rituals, holidays and customs in which Jesus participated;
5.5
discuss and present how first-century Christianity could be seen as a product of first-century Judaism and the Greco-Roman world;
5.6
utilizing Matthew chapters 5, 6, and 7, identify the key issues and themes of early Christianity;
5.7
compare and contrast the Song of Solomon and 1 Corinthians chapter 13 regarding the biblical concept of love; and
5.8
discuss the early Christian understanding of the resurrection and the statement of Christian eschatology as found in Revelation chapters 20 – 22
6.
Explain the importance of Christian history and religion covering specified years of: the first century (from Jesus’ birth to completion of New Testament writings), fourth century (Arian heresy and Council of Constantinople), 1054 (schism between Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox Church), 1517 (Martin Luther and Protestant Reformation), 1725 – 1750 (Great Awakening and birth of modern missions), and 1908 (birth of Pentecostalism): 

6.1
analyze the birth of Jesus and identify the aspects of the birth story that have roots in Jewish tradition/lore;
6.2
describe the religious, political, and social factors that led to the crucifixion of Jesus;
6.3
describe the missionary travels of the Apostle Paul and his impact on the development of Christianity;
6.4
outline the major criticisms regarding an early date for completion of the of the writing of the New Testament;
6.5
describe the three events (Edict of Milan, Council of Nicaea, and the Edict of Thessalonica) that shaped the development of Christianity between 313 and 395;
6.6
describe the religious factors that contributed to the split between Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches; and
6.7
discuss the Protestant Reformation and identify similarities between the Reformation and the birth of Hasidism
7. 
Explain the significance of the Nicene Creed:
7.1
identify and discuss Jewish views of Jesus;
7.2
describe the titles Jesus was known by and discuss whether these were unusual titles for a first-century Jewish leader;
 Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs) (continued):
7.3
develop a time line comparing the formation of the New Testament canon with the history of the Nicene Creed;
7.4
describe how the Nicene Creed addressed the controversial issues confronting the Christian Church of Arianism, Manicheanism, Apollinaianism, and Monarchianism; and
7.5
identify the aspect of the Nicene Creed that may be traced back to Judaism and Temple sacrifice
Methods of Instruction:  Instruction will consist of, but not be limited to, a combination of lectures, class discussion, demonstrations and exercises, and media/audiovisual or educational videos and field trips.  Specific choice of instructional methods is left to the discretion of the instructor.

Outcomes Assessment: Quiz and exam questions (if applicable) are blueprinted to course objectives.  Checklist rubrics are used to evaluate non-test type assessment instruments, such as written assignments, papers, and presentations, for the presence of course objectives.  Data collected will be analyzed to provide direction for the improvement of instruction, viability of class assignments, relevancy of assigned literature, and evaluation of instructional time spent on specific topics.  

Course Requirements:  All students are required to:
1.  Maintain regular and prompt attendance.

2.  Complete all assignments on time.

3.  Complete all quizzes and examinations as scheduled.

4.  Participate in the class discourse.
5.  Attend all field trips as scheduled.  Note: This course requires students to visit religious sites that may conflict with one’s religious beliefs.  Students must be informed that they must apprise the instructor within 48 hours of the first class meeting if their religious beliefs will preclude them from making visits to institutions of worship other than their own.
6.  Purchase all required text books.
7.  Have access to a computer having MS Word and internet availability.  This course will make extensive use of the Internet. Some electronic readings will require the software, Acrobat Reader, which is free and easy to download. 

8.  Use inclusive language in their writings. Inclusive language means language that is not gender-specific and which attempts to include as many people as possible. For example, instead of writing that “most religions believe that God created mankind,” the use of inclusive language would require "Most religions believe that God created humankind."

Methods of Evaluation:
 Final course grades will be computed as follows:





                  





        % of 

Grading Components
          final course grade


· Attendance and Class Participation                                                                            5%
Students must be in attendance for 90% of the classes held during the semester to receive the full 5% of the final course grade for attendance. The percentage earned will be computed based upon the number of official class sessions.

· Field Trips






         10%
Students will participate in two field trips.  The first field trip will consist of a visit to a Christian Church to observe the Eucharist.  The second fieldtrip will consist of a visit to a Jewish Synagogue to observe the Passover Observance or Rosh Shoshanna.  In both instances, students will identify the similarities in the physical plant of a Jewish Synagogue and a Christian Church and define the commonalities and differences of the religious messages, which is relevant to the course objectives.  Also, students must demonstrate appropriate verbal and philosophical vocabulary in the description of their observations as per the course objectives.
· Quizzes






         10%

Quizzes will produce evidence of the extent to which students have met course objectives and also, because they are ongoing, afford the instructor the opportunity to modify instructional strategies if necessary.
· Written Assignments & Oral/Media Presentations


         10%

Presentations will be based upon class discussions and student independent research designed to cover a specific topic related to course objectives.
· Midterm Examination






         20%

The midterm examination will consist of four essay questions and 50 multiple choice questions based on course objectives.  The midterm will provide evidence of the extent of student mastery of course objectives.
· Final Examination






         20%

The final examination will be cumulative and provide evidence of the extent to which students have met the course objectives.  All questions on the final examination must relate to course objectives.
· Research Paper






         25%
The research paper will be written on an instructor-approved topic and should address a religion other than one’s own.  Papers, approximately 6 – 10 pages, will be assessed utilizing a rubric to determine the degree that the measurable performance objectives are incorporated by students within the context of the material presented in the research paper.  (See page 9 for REL 101 Research Paper Guidelines.)

Academic Integrity: Dishonesty disrupts the search for truth that is inherent in the learning process and so devalues the purpose and the mission of the College.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following:

· plagiarism – the failure to acknowledge another writer’s words or ideas or to give proper credit to sources of information;

· cheating – knowingly obtaining or giving unauthorized information on any test/exam or any other academic assignment;

· interference – any interruption of the academic process that prevents others from the proper engagement in learning or teaching; and

· fraud – any act or instance of willful deceit or trickery.

Violations of academic integrity will be dealt with by imposing appropriate sanctions.  Sanctions for acts of academic dishonesty could include the resubmission of an assignment, failure of the test/exam, failure in the course, probation, suspension from the College, and even expulsion from the College.

Student Code of Conduct: All students are expected to conduct themselves as responsible and considerate adults who respect the rights of others.  Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  All students are also expected to attend and be on time for all class meetings.  No cell phones or similar electronic devices are permitted in class.  Please refer to the Essex County College student handbook, Lifeline, for more specific information about the College’s Code of Conduct and attendance requirements.
Course Content Outline: based on the required text Rebecca’s Children: Judaism and Christianity in the Roman World, by Alan E Segal; published by Harvard University Press, 1986.

Note: Other suggested texts/readings include the following:
· Berger, Alan L, ed. Judaism in the Modern World, New York: New York University Press, 1994.
· Cohen, Arthur A and Paul Mendes-Flohr, eds., Contemporary Jewish Religious Thought, New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1987.

· Crossan, John Dominic, and Jonathan L Reed, In Search of Paul, San Francisco: Harper San Francisco, 2004.

· Crossan, John Dominic, Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography, San Francisco: Harper San Franciso, 1994.
· Robinson, James M, ed., The Nag Hammadi Library, San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1977.
· Schiffman, Lawrence H, Reclaiming the Dead Sea Scrolls: Their True Meaning for Judaism and Christianity, New York: Doubleday, 1995.
· Scholem, Gershom G, Major Trends in Jewish Mysticism, New York: Schocken Books, 1974.
· Seltzer, Robert, Jewish People, Jewish Thought: The Jewish Experience in History, New York: MacMillan, 1980.
· Tanakh: The Holy Scriptures, The New JPS Translation according to the Traditional Hebrew Text:  Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society, 1988.
· Walker, Williston, Richard A Norris, David W Lotz and Robert T Handy, A History of  the Christian Church, 4th edition, New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1985.
· Wilson, Ian, Jesus: The Evidence, Washington, D.C.: Regnery Publishing, 2000.

DOCTRINAL STATEMENT ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE is a non-sectarian, non-denominational school. ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE does not advocate any particular belief, creed, doctrine, or idea regarding the existence of God. ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE does not require students and faculty to subscribe to any particular belief, creed, doctrine, or idea other than a willingness to be changed and a commitment to an investigation into truth.

Unit


Areas/Topic

1



Judaism in Its Early Phases





Patriarchs





Moses and the Exodus




Sinai and the Law
2


Biblical Israelite Kingdoms

Construction of First Temple

Prophetic Movement

Babylonian Exile and Return
Diaspora

Unit


Areas/Topic

3


The Synagogue

Mishnah 

Talmud

4


Medieval Judaism

Judaism in Spain

The Crusades
Maimonides
Jewish Feasts and Holy Days 

5


The Religious Thought of Intertestamental Judaism

A Background for Christian Customs and Controversies

The Final Age

The Kingdom of God

The Messianic Hope

Covenant and Law in the Final age

Intertestamental Jewish Attitudes toward Gentile

6


Rabbinic Movement

Life and Teachings of Jesus

Jesus and the Politics of Palestine

Crucifixion

Jerusalem Church

7


Life and Ministry of Paul

Worship of Early Christians

Production of the New Testament

Early Theological Controversies

8


Medieval Christianity

Division between Eastern and Western Christianity

Medieval Papacy

Thomas Aquinas

9


Protestant Reformation

Martin Luther

Modern Christianity

Modern Protestant Movements

Pentecostalism

Ecumenical Movement

Note:  In REL 101, the instructor must cover (at a minimum) the 9 units listed above in any reasonable order throughout the duration of the semester/term.  Also, the instructor may include additional areas based on his/her expertise and/or interest.
REL 101 Research Paper Guidelines

Research Paper Assignment: This 6 – 10 primary research paper must include a title page (5 points), thesis statement (5 points), outline (5 points), and bibliography (5 points).  The title page, outline, and bibliography pages are not part of the 6 - 10 pages.   Secondary research must be from any combination of a minimum of five books and/or on-line sources (6 points).  Other points will come from originality, compliance to APA style manual, use of citation, completed on time, etc.  All research paper topics must be approved by the instructor.   All papers must be submitted on time.
A good research paper will have a thesis which will be defended with arguments and evidence.  Since REL 101 focuses on studying and writing about world religions, students should write about a religion other than their own.  Sources must be cited (i.e., all ideas and writings of others must be cited in the paper).  The recommended system of citation for the footnotes and bibliography is the American Psychological Association (APA) Style Manual.
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