ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE
Social Sciences Division
POL 101 – Introduction to Political Science
Course Outline
Course Number & Name:  POL 101 Introduction to Political Science
Credit Hours:   3.0
Contact Hours:   3.0
Lecture:   3.0
Lab:   N/A
Other:   N/A

Prerequisites:  Grades of “C” or better in ENG 096 and RDG 096 or placement 
Co-requisites:  None



Concurrent Courses:  None
Course Outline Revision Date:  Fall 2010
Course Description: This course explores systematically the “whys” and “hows” of politics. Political ideas, institutions, and practices are examined. Students develop useful tools for the exploration and discussion of political problems. Theoretical concepts and their application are examined.
General Education Goals: POL 101 is affirmed in the following General Education Foundation Category:  Society and Human Behavior.  The corresponding General Education Goal is as follows:  Students will use social science theories and concepts to analyze human behavior and social and political institutions and to act as responsible citizens. 
Course Goals: Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:
1. analyze the bases for and development of human and societal endeavors across time and place;

2. evaluate different theories on human culture, social identity, economic entities, political systems, and other forms of social organization; and

3. apply concepts of human and social behavior to relevant situations.
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs): Upon successful completion of this course, students should specifically be able to do the following:
1.
Analyze the bases for and development of human and societal endeavors across time and place:
1.1
discuss significant works and issues in political science spanning from the dialogues of Plato to the works and crises of the present;
1.2
summarize Sigmund Freud’s Civilization and its Discontents;
1.3
explain constitutional democracy; and
1.4
summarize The Essential Federalist & Anti-Federalist Papers
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs): 
2.
Evaluate different theories on human culture, social identity, economic entities, political systems, and other forms of social organization:
2.1
discuss the political significance, contemporary relevance, and interconnection of the works analyzed in the course;

2.2
explore the goals of politics;

2.3
examine the connections between politics and economics;

2.4
explain various issues in political theory and the history of political thought; and

2.5
distinguish between politics and economics
3.
Apply concepts of human and social behavior to relevant situations:
3.1
discuss the nature of politics;

3.2
evaluate current events by applying the concepts/theories of human behavior;

3.3
identify the connections between politics and economics and a variety of theories of justice; and

3.4
differentiate between common law and statutory crimes
Methods of Instruction: Instruction will consist of a combination of any of the following: lectures, group activities, class discussions, research projects, and independent study.

Outcome Assessment: Quiz, test, and exam questions (if applicable) are blueprinted to course objectives. Checklist rubrics are used to evaluate non-test type assessment instruments, such as research projects, for the presence of course objectives. Data collected will be analyzed to provide direction for the improvement of program instruction, viability of class assignments, relevancy of assigned course materials, and evaluation of instructional time spent on specific topics.

Course Requirements: All students are required to:
1. Maintain regular and prompt attendance to all class sessions.
2. Actively participate in class discussions.

3. Complete homework assignments and research projects, if assigned, on time.
4. Take all quizzes, tests, and exams as scheduled.

5. Complete all assigned reading from the textbook and any other assigned course materials on time.

6. Follow any specific class requirements mandated by the instructor.
Methods of Evaluation:
 Final course grades will be computed as follows:





                  





        % of 

Grading Components
          final course grade

· Homework, Quizzes, and Class Participation

     
       
    10 – 30%
Case briefing and analysis will help students participate in discussions and can be reviewed to determine the extent of student mastery of course objectives.  Quizzes will also provide such evidence.  Outstanding class participation can be used at the instructor’s discretion to marginally increase the student’s final course grade.
· 2 or more Tests (dates specified by the instructor)
  

    30 – 50%
Tests will provide evidence of the extent to which students have understood course material and have achieved course objectives.

· Research Project (optional)



  

      0 – 20%
Research projects, which may be submitted in written form and/or delivered as oral presentations, will provide students the opportunity to closely examine topics related to course material and to enhance their mastery of course objectives.

· Divisional Final Exam 





  
    25 – 35%
The final exam will provide evidence of the extent to which students have synthesized all course material and have mastered the course objectives.

Note:  The instructor will provide specific weights which lie in the above-given ranges at the beginning of the semester.  Also, a student must pass the Divisional Final Exam in order to pass the course.
Academic Integrity: Dishonesty disrupts the search for truth that is inherent in the learning process and so devalues the purpose and the mission of the College.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following:

· plagiarism – the failure to acknowledge another writer’s words or ideas or to give proper credit to sources of information;

· cheating – knowingly obtaining or giving unauthorized information on any test/exam or any other academic assignment;

· interference – any interruption of the academic process that prevents others from the proper engagement in learning or teaching; and

· fraud – any act or instance of willful deceit or trickery.

Violations of academic integrity will be dealt with by imposing appropriate sanctions.  Sanctions for acts of academic dishonesty could include the resubmission of an assignment, failure of the test/exam, failure in the course, probation, suspension from the College, and even expulsion from the College.
Student Code of Conduct: All students are expected to conduct themselves as responsible and considerate adults who respect the rights of others.  Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  All students are also expected to attend and be on time for all class meetings.  No cell phones or similar electronic devices are permitted in class.  Please refer to the Essex County College student handbook, Lifeline, for more specific information about the College’s Code of Conduct and attendance requirements. 

Course Content Outline: based on the text We the People: An Introduction to American Politics, shorter edition, by Ginsberg, Lowi and Weir; published by Norton Publishing; ISBN #: 978-0-393-93524-0
Class Meeting
(80 minutes)
Chapter/Section

Part I – Chapter 1 Preface
1 – 2
Introductions & Class Syllabus Review


The American Political Life

3 – 4 
The American Political Community

5
The American Political Culture


Part II – Foundations 

6
The Founding and the Constitution

7
Federalism

8
Civil Liberties

9
Civil Rights


Part III – Politics

10
Public Opinion


Political Parties

11
Campaigns and Elections

12
Groups and Interests


Part IV – Institutions

13
Congress

14
The Presidency

15
Bureaucracy in a Democracy

16
The Federal Courts

17
Test #1 on Parts I – IV


Part V – Policy

18 – 19
Government and the Economy

20
Social Policy

21 – 22
Foreign Policy and Democracy


Part VI – Appendix

23
The Declaration of Independence

24
The Articles of Confederation

25
The Federalist Papers

26
Presidents and Vice Presidents
27
Test #2 on Parts V – VI

Class Meeting

(80 minutes)
Chapter/Section

Part VII – The Constitution of the United States of America

28 – 31
Elements of the Constitution

32 – 34
Amendments to the Constitution

35
Immigration to the United States by the Place of Origin

36
Final Exam
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