ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE
Nursing and Allied Health Division
RTC 207 – Clinical Radiography VII
Course Outline
Course Number & Name:  RTC 207 Clinical Radiography VII
Credit Hours:  2.0 
Contact Hours:  32.5

Lecture:  N/A
    Lab:  N/A
Other:  32.5
Prerequisites:  Grade of “C” or better in RTC 206
Co-requisites:  None      




Concurrent Courses:  None
Course Outline Revision Date:  Fall 2011
Course Description: Students are assigned to clinical affiliations for approximately six weeks, five days per week, for mastery of radiologic technology skills. Students perform all radiographic procedures including assisting in O.R. and special procedures under the supervision of a registered technologist. Critiques of radiographic films are conducted at the clinical sites. Successful completion of a comprehensive examination is required.

Course Goals: Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:

1.
correctly identify film identification, radiologic anatomy, patient positioning, and film quality on selected radiographic images;
2.
satisfactorily complete a comprehensive examination ; and
3.
demonstrate behavior outlined by the Affective Domain evaluation to an acceptable measurement.
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs): Upon successful completion of this course, students should specifically be able to do the following:
1.
Correctly identify film identification, radiologic anatomy, patient positioning, and film quality on selected radiographic images:
1.1 place correct anatomical markers on a given image;
1.2 correctly identify patient anatomy in relation to positioning (AP, PA, RAO, LPO, lateral, etc.);
1.3 determine if the views are true projections; and
1.4 demonstrate and discuss adequate film quality in the areas of collimation, density, and contrast
2.
Satisfactorily complete a comprehensive examination:
2.1 
evaluate proper radiation protection procedures;
2.2
determine equipment operation and quality control methods;
2.3
assess image acquisition and evaluation options;
2.4
determine proper imaging procedures; and
2.5 
recognize and properly address patient care situations
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs) (continued):
3.
Demonstrate behavior outlined by the Affective Domain evaluation to an acceptable measurement:
3.1
exhibit compassion; i.e., be sympathetic and conscientious of others;

3.2
utilize effective communication skills; i.e., express ideas effectively and establish personal rapport with the patient;

3.3
exhibit integrity; i.e., maintain morality, values and honesty;

3.4
exhibit professionalism; i.e., conform to technical and ethical standards of a learned profession; and
3.5
utilize ethics; i.e., relate to and implement the accepted professional standards of conduct 

Methods of Instruction: Instruction will consist of a combination of observation, hands-on practical experience, discussions, and film critique seminars.

Outcomes Assessment: Questions from the comprehensive exam are blueprinted to course objectives.  A series of rubrics are used to evaluate student success. Film evaluation expectation is based on grade level. Radiography procedure competency is evaluated after didactic and laboratory competency is verified. Appropriate student behavior in the clinical site is evaluated by a rubric measuring student performance as being exceptional or acceptable.
Course Requirements: All students are required to:
1.
Maintain regular attendance.  Attendance is mandatory (see Radiography Program Handbook). 
2.
Wear their film badges at the clinical facility.
3.
Perform required clinical experience documentation.
4.
Satisfy semester laboratory and clinical evaluations.
Methods of Evaluation:
 Final course grades will be computed as follows:





                  





        % of 

Grading Components
          final course grade


· Comprehensive Exam (date to be determined by instructor)

        50%
Students are required to achieve a passing grade of 80% or better on a simulated registry exam. The exam format will be as close as possible to the prescribed format of the national exam offered by the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists (ARRT).
· 4 or more Film Critiques






        25%

Students must score a grade of “pass” in all asterisk* categories (see Film Critique Evaluation on page 5).  Films to be critiqued will be selected from the initial competencies performed by the student.  The film critiques will provide evidence of achievement of course objectives.
· Affective Domain Evaluation





        25%

Evaluation will be performed at semester midterm. Affective domain describes learning objectives that are required as a radiographer. Emphasis is on professionalism, consistent qualities such as compassion, communication, integrity and ethics (see Affective Domain Evaluation on page 6).  

NOTE: Students will participate in “practice” registry exams during the entire second year of the Radiography Program in preparation for the comprehensive exam.
Academic Integrity: Dishonesty disrupts the search for truth that is inherent in the learning process and so devalues the purpose and the mission of the College.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following:

· plagiarism – the failure to acknowledge another writer’s words or ideas or to give proper credit to sources of information;

· cheating – knowingly obtaining or giving unauthorized information on any test/exam or any other academic assignment;

· interference – any interruption of the academic process that prevents others from the proper engagement in learning or teaching; and

· fraud – any act or instance of willful deceit or trickery.

Violations of academic integrity will be dealt with by imposing appropriate sanctions.  Sanctions for acts of academic dishonesty could include the resubmission of an assignment, failure of the test/exam, failure in the course, probation, suspension from the College, and even expulsion from the College.

Student Code of Conduct: All students are expected to conduct themselves as responsible and considerate adults who respect the rights of others.  Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  All students are also expected to attend and be on time for all class meetings.  No cell phones or similar electronic devices are permitted in class.  Please refer to the Essex County College student handbook, Lifeline, for more specific information about the College’s Code of Conduct and attendance requirements.
Essex County College Radiography Program

FILM CRITIQUE EVALUATION 

Critique can only be performed by ECC adjuncts and faculty only.
Student’s Name: ____________________________________                

Date: ________________

Clinical Site: _________________________Clinical Instructor’s Signature__________________________________

Purpose: To determine if the student has learned and applied the principles of proper positioning with minimal exposure to the patient. 

Objectives: 1) To demonstrate visually areas requiring improvement; 2) To demonstrate strengths and weaknesses; 3) To reinforce good radiologic positioning. 

Grading Scale:  Pass = 2 points     Needs improvements = 1 point       Fail = 0 points 

      Points    Grade      Points     Grade     Point s   Grade      Points     Grade     Points      Grade     Points      Grade    Points          Grade 

	44
	100
	42
	95
	40
	90
	38
	86
	36
	82
	34
	77
	32 or lower
	70

	43
	98
	41
	91
	39


	87
	37
	84
	35
	80
	33
	75
	
	


Anything below 33 points (80%) requires repetition of the film critique/evaluation. Please note that an asterisk (*) denotes an item that must be passed. If an item with an * receives a fail, it will require repetition regardless of grade received. 

Procedure: ______________________________________

Items to be Evaluated 
                                                         Pass                   Needs                       Fail            N/A      

                                                                                                                                  Improvement

	Review of the requisition  
	
	
	
	

	Film identification: Are the following items apparent on the radiograph?
	
	
	
	

	A. Correct name, patient identification number
	
	
	
	

	*B. Correct use of anatomical marker (right/left)
	
	
	
	

	Identify Radiologic Positions
	
	
	
	

	A. AP/PA
	
	
	
	

	B. Lateral
	
	
	
	

	C. Oblique(RAO, RPO, LAO, LPO)
	
	
	
	

	D. Other views
	
	
	
	

	Identify Radiologic Anatomy
	
	
	
	

	*A. AP/PA
	
	
	
	

	*B. Lateral
	
	
	
	

	*C. Oblique(RAO, RPO, LAO, LPO)
	
	
	
	

	*D. Other views
	
	
	
	

	Anatomy of Interest
	
	
	
	

	A. Does the area of interest appear completely on the radiograph/film? Explain
	
	
	
	

	B. Where the adequate number of views demonstrated?
	
	
	
	

	C. Was the central ray projected at the correct entrance level? Explain
	
	
	
	

	D. Were any artifacts presents? If so explain
	
	
	
	

	Positioning
	
	
	
	

	*A. Are the views true projections? Explain
	
	
	
	

	B. Is there minimum superimposition of structures? Explain
	
	
	
	

	Film Quality 
	
	
	
	

	A. Is magnification present? If so describe. 
	
	
	
	

	B. Is patient motion evident on the film? If so explain.
	
	
	
	

	*C. Was adequate collimation utilized (shielding)? Explain
	
	
	
	

	*D. Is adequate density (mAs) demonstrated? Explain
	
	
	
	

	*E. Is adequate contrast (kVp) demonstrated?  Explain
	
	
	
	


Student’s Signature: ________________         Grade Points Earned: ______ Numerical Grade: ________

Essex County College Radiography Program
AFFECTIVE DOMAIN EVALUATION
Student’s Name: ____________________________________                             Date: ________________

Clinical Site: ______________________________________   Clinical Adjunct’s Signature: ___________

Purpose: The affective domain describes learning objectives that are required as a radiographer. It emphasizes professionalism, consistent qualities such as compassion, communication, integrity and ethics

Grading Scale:         5= Exceptional                           3= Acceptable                          0 = Unacceptable                              

Pts = Points & Grd = Grade
	Pts
	Grd
	Pts
	Grd
	Pts
	Grd
	Pts
	Grd
	Pts
	Grd
	Pts
	Grd
	Pts
	Grd
	Pts
	Grd
	Pts
	Grd

	80
	100
	76
	98
	72
	96
	68
	94
	64
	90
	  60
	86
	56


	82
	52
	78
	48
	75

	78
	99
	74
	97
	70


	95
	66
	92
	62
	88
	58
	84
	54
	80
	50
	76
	 46 or lower
	70


Anything below 48 points requires re-evaluation.
  Items to be Evaluated 
                                                           Exceptional                  Acceptable            Unacceptable

	I. Compassion: sympathetic, conscientious of  others
	
	
	

	A.  responds to patient needs
	
	
	

	B. reassuring and demonstrating compassion
	
	
	

	II. Communication: expressing ideas effectively and personal rapport
	
	
	

	A. interprets  and responds to patient’s non-verbal or verbal needs
	
	
	

	B. documents effectively through writing skills 
	
	
	

	C. demonstrates team interaction skills
	
	
	

	D. interacts assertively with patients and explains procedures at the patient’s level of understanding
	
	
	

	III. Integrity: moral, values and honesty
	
	
	

	A. accepts responsibility for ones owns actions
	
	
	

	B. maintains the patient’s privacy and confidentiality at all times
	
	
	

	C. submits original work
	
	
	

	IV. Professionalism: conforming to technical and ethical standards of a learned profession 
	
	
	

	A. adheres to student dress code and standards of personal hygiene
	
	
	

	B. reports to clinical assignment on time and conforms Program’s attendance policy 
	
	
	

	C. evaluates and reacts in difficult situations professionally 
	
	
	

	D. performs professionally in the clinical setting
	
	
	

	V. Ethics: relating to accepted professional standards of conduct
	
	
	

	A. adheres to the Radiography Technology ”Code of Ethics” and the “Patient’s Bill of Rights”
	
	
	

	B. maintains ethical behavior
	
	
	

	C. practices correct radiation protection standards
	
	
	


Student’s Signature: __________________________________
              Grade Points Earned: ______

Date: ___________________________________                                                 Numerical Grade: ________

Evaluator’s Signature: _________________________________________________________________

(Evaluation can only be performed by ECC adjuncts.)
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