ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE

Humanities Division

HST 162 – Modern European History II

Course Outline

Course Number and Name: HST 162 Modern European History II

Credit Hours: 3.0
Contact Hours: 3.0
Lecture: 3.0             Lab: N/A             Other: N/A

Prerequisites: Grades of “C” or better in ENG 096 and RDG 096 or placement; it is recommended that HST 161 be taken before HST 162
Co-requisites:  None



Concurrent Courses:  None

Course Outline Revision Date: Fall 2010

Course Description: This is the second half of a two-semester sequence which explores representative developments in European intellectual and cultural history from the mid-19th century until the 1980s.  Emphasis is on France and Germany and on movements and figures that have had an important impact on social and cultural analysis and practice during the last hundred years.
General Education Goals: HST 162 is affirmed in the following General Education Foundation Category: Historical Perspective.  The corresponding General Education Goal is as follows: Students will understand historical events and movements in World, Western, non-Western, or American societies and assess their subsequent significance.

Course Goals: Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:
1. demonstrate knowledge of the fundamental concepts and theories of historical events relative to European societies including but not limited to England, France, Holland, Germany, Italy, Spain and Portugal from the mid-nineteenth century to the European Union;
2. investigate the global perspectives, cultural diversity and philosophical/religious contributions of modern industrialism and democratic thought in Europe and around the world; and
3. compare, contrast and then synthesize accurate information about the dates, historical figures, regions, religions, wars and monuments that marked important phases in European nation-building and global imperialism from the workers’ reforms of the mid-nineteenth century to the fall of colonialism and ride of third-world independence.
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs): Upon successful completion of this course, students should specifically be able to do the following:
1.
Demonstrate knowledge of the fundamental concepts and theories of historical events relative to European societies including but not limited to England, France, Holland, Germany, Italy, Spain and Portugal from the mid-nineteenth century to the European Union:
1.1
define key terms and names of European political leaders and capitalists who impacted the spread of military, economic and political European influence around the world from the mid-nineteenth century to present; and
1.2
evaluate limitations and challenges placed on each important European nation in the shift from capitalist to imperialist world domination from World War I to present
2.
Investigate the global perspectives, cultural diversity and philosophical/religious contributions of modern industrialism and democratic thought in Europe to nation-building and independence efforts around the world:
2.1
apply skills in historical materialism, multi-causal factors and geography as well as critical thinking techniques to explain the influence of Marxist socio-economic reforms in Germany and France in the mid-nineteenth century on United States, Asian and African subsequent nationalist movements for social justice; and
2.2
investigate the causes and impact of modern European industrialism, technology and politics on the socio-economic development of infrastructure, government and technology in the continents of Africa, the Americas and Asia 
3.
Compare, contrast and then synthesize accurate information about the dates, historical figures, regions, religions, wars and monuments that marked important phases in European nation-building and global imperialism from the workers’ reforms of the mid-nineteenth century to the fall of colonialism and ride of third-world independence:
3.1
explain how the social reforms of the mid-nineteenth century, World War I, World War II, Civil Rights, and decolonization in Africa, Asia and Latin America helped restructure the economics and politics of late capitalist Europe
Methods of Instruction: Instruction will consist of lecture and explanation of material in the textbook, PowerPoint and transparency usage to offer visual aids, student use of internet to investigate scholarly articles on the history and culture of mid-nineteenth century Europe to the present, guest lectures by noted professors in the field, documentary viewings to aid in lectures, and audio productions to demonstrate the philosophy, music and culture of the continent. 
Outcomes Assessment: Homework, quiz and exam questions are blueprinted to course objectives.  Rubrics are used to evaluate the essays for the presence of course objectives.  Data is collected and analyzed to determine the level of student performance on these assessment instruments in regards to meeting course objectives. The results of this data analysis are used to guide necessary pedagogical and/or curricular revisions.
Course Requirements: All students are required to:

1.
Maintain regular attendance.
2.
Complete assigned homework and essays.
3.
Take part in class discussions.
4.
Take all scheduled quizzes and exams.
Methods of Evaluation:  Final course grades will be computed as follows:





                  





     % of 

Grading Components
     final course grade


· Homework, quizzes and class participation



     20%
A perusal of homework problems and quizzes on a weekly basis will ensure that students are progressing and improving their knowledge of the subject.

· 3 or more essays (dates specified by the instructor)  


     40% 
Essays will show evidence of the extent to which students meet course objectives.

· Midterm Exam






   
     20%

The same objectives apply as with essays, but it is anticipated that students will be able to reflect with more critical and independent thought on the history and culture of Europe from mid-nineteenth century to present.


· Final Exam







     20% 
The final exam will examine the extent to which students have achieved course objectives and synthesized course material. Specifically, students should have done the following:  retained memory of key terms, dates, figures and cultural factors post-World War I; probed the economic, political and cultural implications of European territorial acquisition of non-Western nations and colonies since World War I; surveyed the history of European nation states in context of transnational capital flows, independence efforts, and the decline of colonialism from World War I to the present. 

Academic Integrity: Dishonesty disrupts the search for truth that is inherent in the learning process and so devalues the purpose and the mission of the College.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following:

· plagiarism – the failure to acknowledge another writer’s words or ideas or to give proper credit to sources of information;

· cheating – knowingly obtaining or giving unauthorized information on any test/exam or any other academic assignment;

· interference – any interruption of the academic process that prevents others from the proper engagement in learning or teaching; and

· fraud – any act or instance of willful deceit or trickery.

Violations of academic integrity will be dealt with by imposing appropriate sanctions.  Sanctions for acts of academic dishonesty could include the resubmission of an assignment, failure of the test/exam, failure in the course, probation, suspension from the College, and even expulsion from the College.

Student Code of Conduct: All students are expected to conduct themselves as responsible and considerate adults who respect the rights of others.  Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  All students are also expected to attend and be on time for all class meetings.  No cell phones or similar electronic devices are permitted in class.  Please refer to the Essex County College student handbook, Lifeline, for more specific information about the College’s Code of Conduct and attendance requirements.
Course Content Outline: based on the text A History of Modern Europe from the Renaissance to the Present, 1st edition, volume 2, by John Merriman; published by W W Norton and Company, Boston, MA, 1996; ISBN-10 #: 0393968855
Week


Topic to be Covered


1 


Chapter 20: Rapid Industrialization and Mass Production in the West, 1870 – 

1914

2
Chapter 21:  Rise of Nationalism and Nation-State Liberalism, Women’s Suffrage, Anarchism and Syndicalism

3
Chapter 22: The Age of European Imperialism, “Civilizing Mission,” British in South Africa and Indigenous Resistance

Quiz on Reading and Vocabulary
4


Chapters 23 and 24: World War I—Origins and Outcomes

5


Chapter 25: Revolutionary Russia and the Creation of the Soviet Union




Reaction Essay #1
6


Chapter 26: Political and Economic Instability in the Wake of Bolshevism
7


Midterm Exam based on Chapters 20 – 26

8


Chapter 27: Depression and Dictatorship in 1930s Europe 




Quiz on Reading and Vocabulary
9
Chapter 27: Spanish Civil War, Abyssinian Rebellion, African Americans and the Abraham Lincoln Brigades

10


Chapter 28: World War II, the Western Front, Pearl Harbor

Reaction Essay #2
11
Chapter 29: World War II, the Eastern Front, Fall of Japan, Third World Decolonization

12
Chapter 29: Cold War and a Disunited Europe, United Nations and Economic Recovery and the Welfare State

13


Chapter 30: Neoliberalism and  Thatcherism/Reaganomics




Quiz on Reading
14


Chapter 14: Perestroika, Berlin Wall, Fall of Soviet Union, 1989 – 1991




Reaction Essay #3
15 Final Exam based on Chapters 27 – 30
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