ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE

Humanities Division 
ENG 263 – Survey of Women’s Literature
Course Outline
Course Number and Name:  ENG 263 Survey of Women’s Literature


Credit Hours:   3.0           Contact Hours:  3.0 
     
Lecture:  3.0
Lab:  N/A
Other:  N/A
Prerequisites:   Grade of “C” or better in ENG 102 or ENG 105

Co-Requisites:  None




Concurrent Courses:  None

Course Outline Revision Date:  Fall 2010
Course Description: The course begins with an examination of the image of women in Greek and Hebrew oral and written tradition and then traces the development of major women writers in the Western hemisphere.  The focus is on significant full-length works, beginning in the eighteenth century and culminating in woman’s entrance into contemporary society.  The emphasis is on imaginative literature by women who see the world from a variety of economic, cultural, political and personal perspectives. The focus is to understand women in relation to their unique literary voice, as a reflection of their history, their place in society, and their role in a changing world. 
General Education Goals: ENG 263 is affirmed in the following General Education Foundation Category: Humanistic Perspective.  The corresponding General Education Goal is as follows:  Students will analyze works in the field of art, music, or theater; literature; and philosophy and/or religious studies; and will gain competence in the use of a foreign language.

Course Goals: Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:
1. read and analyze a variety of works of literature by women,  beginning with their foundations in Greek and Hebrew oral traditions  through modern times;
2. write critical reaction papers analyzing literary patterns in assigned works of literature by women; and
3. write a comprehensive and original literary research paper  about significant works by women writers , incorporating ideas from  reliable published and the internet sources. 
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs): Upon successful completion of this course, students should specifically be able to:

1. Read and analyze a variety of works of literature by women, beginning with their foundations in Greek and Hebrew oral traditions through modern times:
1.1 define and use literary terms, classifications and concepts;
1.2 identify and describe the characteristics of various literary genres, including  fiction, novels, essays,  drama, and poetry;
1.3 describe the impact of women writers on a changing literary canon;
1.4 explain  the historic  and social context of representative works of literature; and
1.5 analyze the effect of gender in specific works of women’s literature as it relates to social context, race, ethnicity, class, sexuality, and other areas of difference
2. Write critical reaction papers analyzing literary patterns in assigned works of literature by women:
2.1 write an argumentative essay based on understanding of specific literary works;
2.2 refine reading and listening skills through effective note taking;
2.3 gather and incorporate texture evidence selected from  elements of plot, characterization, quotations , symbols and stylistic and thematic elements to support a thesis;
2.4 use sound critical thinking strategies to evaluate literature; and
2.5 incorporate relevant  historical, psychological, and/or sociological background as elements of analysis

3. Write a comprehensive and original literary research paper about significant works by women writers , incorporating ideas from  reliable published and the internet sources:
3.1 find  reliable published sources from  books, periodicals and the internet sources to help support and develop arguments;
3.2 incorporate ideas from critical sources into literary papers through effective use of quotations, summary or précis accounts as supportive evidence in arguing a thesis; and
3.3 document sources using MLA citation patterns
Methods of Instruction: Instruction will consist of the following elements:
1. The assignment of readings selected from at least five representative full length works of women’s literature representing significant literary periods;
2. Lecture-discussions  on  the assigned works;
3. Oral presentations;
4. Discretionary quizzes on  literal understanding of readings;
5. Vocabulary tests;
6. Literary journal writing;
7. Formal reaction papers; 
8. A documented research paper; and
9. An in-class final essay examination.
Outcomes Assessment: Checklist rubrics will be used to evaluate sampled student essays, journal writings (evaluated as to the extent of entry completion rather than content), and reaction papers for the presence of measurable objectives.  Checklist rubrics will be used to evaluate the various required elements of the research papers.  Oral reports, voluntary extra credit assignments, will be graded by a rated-scale rubric.  Quiz, vocabulary test, and exam questions will be blueprinted to course objectives. 
Course Requirements:    All students are required to:  

1. Read all assigned works.
2. Participate in class discussions and group work.
3. Complete all written assignments, including at least two critical essays, an in-class final examination, and a multiple source research paper gleaned from appropriate library sources and previously published internet sources.

4. Keep a literary journal.

5. Complete discretionary reading quizzes.

6. Complete unit vocabulary tests.
Methods of Evaluation:
 Final course grades will be computed as follows:





                  





           % of 


Grading Components
  final course grade


· Class participation





 
 
         0 – 5%

Class participation will be based on the student’s active participation in class discussion, oral responses to questions, lateness and attendance.

      
· Oral report assignments
5 – 10%
Oral reports, 1 – 2 minute reports, will show evidence that the student  can meet course objectives by orally presenting researched material on individually assigned  topics related to the readings or the period in which a designated literary work was written. The oral report may be voluntary and may be considered extra credit. 
· Discretionary quizzes
5 – 10%

Discretionary (unannounced) quizzes will show evidence to which the student meets course objectives by having completed reading assignments.  The quizzes should be brief answers to literal reading questions designed to encourage regular reading of assigned texts and class discussions.

Methods of Evaluation (continued):



                  





           % of 


Grading Components
  final course grade


 
· Unit vocabulary tests
15 – 20%

Vocabulary tests will show evidence to which the student meets course objectives by evaluating the students’ mastery of literary terms and understanding of the literary elements and broad historic context of each work. A list of vocabulary terms may be distributed to students in advance and given at the completion of each unit of study.

· Journal writings
5 – 10%

Journals writings will show evidence that the student has met course objectives, consisting of two to three ten-minute entries per week based on students’ individual reactions to the assigned readings. It is designed as a prewriting exercise, evaluated holistically for completion, rather than finished content.  Periodic self evaluations of the student’s progress are recommended as part of the journal (to be read by the instructor, with appropriate responses).

· Reaction papers (at least two critical essays)
20 – 30%

Reaction papers (at least one in class and one out of class) will show evidence of the extent to which students use selected elements of the primary text and critical thinking skills to argue a thesis in standard essay format.  The essay should demonstrate that the student has met course objectives, show originality, use appropriate documentation and exhibit use of critical thinking skills.

· Research paper
20 – 25%

The research paper will show evidence that the student understands how to argue a thesis using selected  elements of  text and  secondary source material selected from published literary sources, from the library and the internet, as evidence.  The research paper should demonstrate that the student has met course objectives.  It should show originality, use appropriate documentation, and demonstrate critical thinking skills and mastery of composition skills. The paper should be documented in MLA format with in-text citations and a Work Cited page.
· In-class Final Examination
20 – 25%
The final examination will be comprised of a combination of objective vocabulary (matching) tests and an extended essay question based on a choice of assigned topics.  It should meet the criteria stated above (see Reaction papers).
Note: The instructor will provide specific weights, which lie in the above-given ranges, for each of the grading components at the beginning of the semester.  
Academic Integrity: Dishonesty disrupts the search for truth that is inherent in the learning process and so devalues the purpose and the mission of the College.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following:

· plagiarism – the failure to acknowledge another writer’s words or ideas or to give proper credit to sources of information;

· cheating – knowingly obtaining or giving unauthorized information on any test/exam or any other academic assignment;

· interference – any interruption of the academic process that prevents others from the proper engagement in learning or teaching; and

· fraud – any act or instance of willful deceit or trickery.
Violations of academic integrity will be dealt with by imposing appropriate sanctions.  Sanctions for acts of academic dishonesty could include the resubmission of an assignment, failure of the test/exam, failure in the course, probation, suspension from the College, and even expulsion from the College.
Student Code of Conduct: All students are expected to conduct themselves as responsible and considerate adults who respect the rights of others.  Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  All students are also expected to attend and be on time all class meetings.  No cell phones or similar electronic devices are permitted in class.  Please refer to the Essex County College student handbook, Lifeline, for more specific information about the College’s Code of Conduct and attendance requirements.

Course Content Outline: based on some of the texts listed below keeping in mind that the focus of the course is on writing by women, with the selection of at least five complete representative works of each period (to be selected by the individual instructor).  
Note: Because the Eighteenth through the Twenty-first Centuries have more extensive literature by women available, major works should be selected from those periods. Also, while contemporary woman’s literature may be included, excessive focus should not be placed on this period, since it is covered in English 264, Contemporary Women’s Literature.  Suggestions for inclusion are:
Images of Women in Mythology and Oral Tradition and Writings of Women in the Ancient World: Egyptian and Greek Mythology, Norse Mythology, the Bible, Sappho
Women Writers of the Middle Ages, Renaissance and Seventeenth Centuries: Julian of Norwich; Hildegard;  Heloise;  Margery  Kemp;  Marie  de France;  Marguerite   de Navarre;  Christine   de Pizan;  Margaret,   Countess   of Richmond;   Queen Elizabeth I; Amelia  Lanier;  Mary Herbert (Sidney),  Countess   of Pembroke.
Women  Writers  of the   Seventeenth  and Eighteenth Centuries: Abigail  Adams; Anne Bradstreet;  Fanny Burney; Ann Radcliffe; Mary  Rowlandson; Madeleine de Scudery; Charlotte  Smith;  Lucy Terry; Phyllis Wheatley; Mary Wollstonecraft
Women Writers  of the Nineteenth Century:   Louisa  May  Alcott; Susan B. Anthony;  Jane Austen; Charlotte and Emily  Bronte;  Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning; Emily Dickinson;  George Eliot; Fanny Fern; Margaret   Fuller; Matilda  Joslyn  Gage;  Elizabeth   Gaskell; Florence  Nightingale; George  Sand;  Christina   Rossetti; Mary  Shelley; Elizabeth   Cady Stanton; Harriet  Beecher Stowe;  Lucy  Stone; Sojourner Truth;  Harriet  Tubman;  Ida B. Wells-Barnett;  Dorothy Wordsworth;   Charlotte   Yonge
Women  Writers  from  the Turn  of the  Century  to the Present (emphasis   on  literature before 1980) Margaret Atwood;   Djuna Barnes;  Sylvia  Beach;  Louise  Bennet;  Elizabeth   Bishop;  Louise Began;  Gwendolyn Brooks;  Angela  Carter;  Willa  Cather;  Andree  Chided;  Alice  Childress;   Kate Chopin; Mary  Elizabeth Coleridge;   Simone  de Beauvoir;   Rita Dove;  Isak Dinesen;  Marguerite  Duras;    Charlotte   Perkins  Gilman;  Ellen Glasgow;   Nadine  Gordimer;   Lady  Augusta   Gregory;  Radclyffe Hall;  Lorraine Hansberry;     Lillian  Hellman;   Winifred  Holtby;  Zora  Neale  Hurston; Sarah Orne  Jewett;  Maxine  Hong  Kingston;   Ellen  Kuzwayo; Denise  Levertov; Amy  Lowell;  Katherine Mansfield; Edna St. Vincent Millet; Alice  Monro; Marianne Moore; Toni  Morrison;  Anais  Nin; Marcia Norman; Flannery   O'Connor; Tillie  Olsen;  Grace  Paley; Dorothy  Parker; Marge Percy; Sylvia Plath; Katherine Ann Porter; Jean  Rhys; Adrienne  Rich; Dorothy  Richardson; Vita Sackville-West;  May Sarton;  Anne  Sexton; Leslie Marmon Silko; May Sinclair; Edith Sitwell; Edna  St. Vincent Millay; Gertrude Stein; Alice Walker
Sample Course Content Distribution Outline


Week

Content/Topics





Assignment(s) Due


1

Orientation                      
 



Class syllabus distributed 

                                                                                          


Student questionnaire 

 

Woman in Earliest Literary Traditions    


Oral reports assigned

               
Introduction to Literary Journal Writing                  

2

Woman as Lover:  Sappho          
                          

Oral Reports: Group 1

Woman as Marriage Partner: Austen’s 

Pride and Prejudice 

3 – 4

Pride and Prejudice


Writing a Literary Reaction Paper

5

Pride and Prejudice (film)

Woman as Victim:  Bronte’s Jane Eyre   


Oral Reports: Group 2




6 – 7

Jane Eyre 


                 

Reaction Paper 1
Topics assigned for Research Paper                        
Midterm Objective Exam
Using Literary Criticism in Literary Papers 
8 

Woman in Search of Self: Chopin’s 


Oral Reports: Group 3

The Awakening
                
9 

The Awakening 





Research Proposal due


Woman as Cultural Prisoner: 

              
Virginia Woolf’s Shakespeare’s Sister 


10 
  
Woman as Power Figure: Hellman’s The Little Foxes
Research Proposal Outline 

11

The Little Foxes

Woman in Social Upheaval: Hansberry’s A Raisin in 
Oral Reports: Group 4

the Sun             




Individual Research Conferences
12

A Raisin in the Sun




Research Paper
13

Woman as Political and Sexual Pawn: Atwood’s    
Oral Reports: Group 6

Handmaid’s Tale
14

The Handmaid’s Tale 






 

15


Final Objective Exam/In-class Reaction Paper

16


Course Evaluation
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