ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE
Humanities Division
ENG 222 – Survey of American Literature II
Course Outline
Course Number and Name:   ENG 222 Survey of American Literature II
Credit hours:  3.0
 Contact Hours:  3.0
Lecture: 3.0
Lab: N/A
Other: N/A
Prerequisites:   Grade of “C” or better in ENG 102 or ENG 105
Co-requisites:  None



Concurrent Courses:  None
Course Outline Revision Date: Fall 2010
Course Description: This course focuses on writing in the United States from the American Civil War to the contemporary era. The student will gain some understanding of the literary history of the United States across periods, genres, regions, cultures, and aesthetics. 

General Education Goals: ENG 222 is affirmed in the following General Education Foundation Category:  Humanistic Perspective.  The corresponding General Education Goal is as follows:  Students will analyze works in the field of art, music, or theater; literature; and philosophy and/or religious studies; and will gain competence in the use of a foreign language. 

Course Goals: Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:
1. read and analyze a variety of American written texts from the Civil War era through the early 21st century;
2. efficiently use the library as a research facility and the internet as a research tool;
3. demonstrate refined composition skills through the writing of critical analysis essays on a variety of American texts, including poems, political tracts, slave narratives, short stories, and novels; and
4.
write a fully documented, MLA-compliant literary research paper on a major work analyzed in class. 

Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs): Upon successful completion of this course, students should specifically be able to do the following: 
1.
Read and analyze a variety of American written texts from the Civil War era through the early 21st century:
1.1 define basic terms used in literary discussion;
1.2 explain the significance of American writing in the cultural and literary history of the Reconstruction, turn-of-the-century, WWI, WWII, and contemporary eras, respectively;
1.3 summarize, list, and name major works, characters, and themes;
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs) (continued):
1.4 identify and describe the characteristics of various literary movements, including Realism, Naturalism, and Modernism; and
1.5 analyze major works of American literature utilizing modern critical paradigms (e.g., Historicist, gender, feminist, critical race, Marxist, and post-colonial theories)
4. Efficiently use the library as a research facility and the internet as a research tool:
2.1
use the library’s electronic card catalogue to find books relevant to the research paper topic; 
2.2
use periodical indexes and electronic databases to find journal articles relevant to the research paper topic;

2.3
use encyclopedias and other reference tools to find information relevant to the research paper topic; and
2.4
use the internet to find sources relevant to the research paper topic 
3.
Demonstrate refined composition skills through the writing of critical analysis essays on a variety of American texts, including poems, political tracts, slave narratives, short stories, and novels:

3.1
write an argumentative essay based on understanding of specific literary works;

3.2
refine reading and listening skills through effective note taking;


3.3
provide and discuss appropriate textual evidence from the primary source to support the argument; and

3.4
incorporate relevant historical and critical paradigms as part of literary analysis
4.
Write a fully documented, MLA-compliant literary research paper on a major work analyzed in class:
4.1 write an introduction providing background necessary for understanding the argument to be made;
4.2 write a thesis relevant to the assignment and to the argument being made incorporating the thesis into the introduction;
4.3 write focused and unified body paragraphs relevant to the assignment and the thesis;

4.4 organize body paragraphs in a logical progression so that each sentences leads into the next;
4.5 present body paragraphs in a structured and logical sequence;

4.6 provide and discuss appropriate textual evidence from the primary source to support the points he or she wishes to make;
4.7 provide and discuss appropriate textual evidence from the secondary sources to support the points he or she wishes to make;

4.8 document all sources used in the research paper in accordance with MLA format, providing both in-text citations and a works cited page; and
4.9 write an appropriate conclusion that brings the argument to a natural and logical close
Methods of Instruction: Instruction will consist of combination of lecture, film screenings, class discussion, short essays, in-class presentations, and a documented research paper. 
Outcomes Assessment: Rubrics are used to evaluate sampled student critical analysis essays (reaction papers), group presentations, and documented literary research papers for the presence of course objectives.  Data is collected and analyzed to determine the level of student performance on these assessment instruments in regards to meeting course objectives. The results of this data analysis are used to guide necessary pedagogical and/or curricular revisions.
Course Requirements:  All students are required to: 

1.
Read all assigned works.


2.
Be an active participant in class discussions. 

3.
Write a minimum of four critical analytical essays (reaction papers) based on the works read in the course.

4.
Write one fully-documented MLA-compliant literary research paper.
Methods of Evaluation: Final course grades will be computed as follows:
                                                                                           



      % of 
Grading Components
         




         final course grade


· Class Participation 




     

     0 – 20%


Class participation will be based on the student’s active participation in class discussion, the group in-class presentation on a major text (Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn), oral responses to questions, lateness, and attendance.
· 4 Critical Analysis Essays (Reaction Papers)



   30 – 50%
Essays will show evidence of the extent to which students meet course objectives including, but not limited to, developing an analytical argument appropriate to the assignment given, and demonstrate use of critical thinking skills.
· 1 Documented Literary Research Paper


  30 – 40%

The documented research paper will show evidence of the extent to which students meet course objectives including, but not limited to, developing an analytical argument appropriate to the assignment, demonstrating the ability to manage essay structure and utilize MLA format. The paper will demonstrate originality, critical thinking and research skills, cite primary and secondary research sources, and include a “Works Cited page.”
Note: The instructor will provide specific weights, which lie in the above-given ranges, for each of the grading components at the beginning of the semester.

Academic Integrity: Dishonesty disrupts the search for truth that is inherent in the learning process and so devalues the purpose and the mission of the College.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following:

· plagiarism – the failure to acknowledge another writer’s words or ideas or to give proper credit to sources of information;

· cheating – knowingly obtaining or giving unauthorized information on any test/exam or any other academic assignment;

· interference – any interruption of the academic process that prevents others from the proper engagement in learning or teaching; and

· fraud – any act or instance of willful deceit or trickery.

Violations of academic integrity will be dealt with by imposing appropriate sanctions.  Sanctions for acts of academic dishonesty could include the resubmission of an assignment, failure of the test/exam, failure in the course, probation, suspension from the College, and even expulsion from the College.

Student Code of Conduct: All students are expected to conduct themselves as responsible and considerate adults who respect the rights of others.  Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  All students are also expected to attend and be on time for all class meetings.  No cell phones or similar electronic devices are permitted in class.  Please refer to the Essex County College student handbook, Lifeline, for more specific information about the College’s Code of Conduct and attendance requirements.

Course Content Outline:  based on the texts (which are required for adjunct instructors and optional for full-time faculty) Belasco, Susan, and Linck Johnson, Eds. The Bedford Anthology of American Literature, Volume Two: 1865 to the Present. Boston and New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008; and Twain, Mark. Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Bedford Edition (packaged with Bedford Anthology).
Week


Content/Topics




    Assignments Due
1


Course Introduction & Review of Class Syllabus



Realism, Regionalism, Naturalism (1865 – 1914)




(Howells & Bierce)

Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
2


Realism, Regionalism and Naturalism (James, 




Jewett, Chopin & Chesnutt)

Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (continued)
3


Realism, Regionalism and Naturalism (Hopkins, 
   Critical Analysis Essay 1



Gilman & Wharton)

Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (continued)
4


Realism, Regionalism and Naturalism (Norris, Crane,



Dresier, Dunbar & Cather)




Group Presentation Study Session (on Twain’s HF)

5


Modernisms in American Poetry (1865 – 1914)
   Group Presentations



(Lowell, Frost & Sandburg)
6


Modernisms in American Poetry (Stevens,
   Critical Analysis Essay 2



Williams, Pound, H.D. & Moore)
7


Modernisms in American Poetry (Eliot, McKay,




Millay, Cummings, Crane, Brown, Hughes &

Cullen)

8


The Emergence of American Drama (O’Neill &



Glaspell)

    

9


American Writers and the Challenges of   
  Critical Analysis Essay 3



Modernity (Stein, Anderson, Porter & Hurston)
10


American Writers and the Challenges of



Modernity (Larsen, Toomer, Fitzgerald, Dos

Passos & West)

11


American Writers and the Challenges of

  Research Paper Topic 




Modernity (Hemingway, Steinbeck & Welty)

Week


Content/Topics




   Assignments Due
12


From Modernism to Postmodernism

  Critical Analysis Essay 4



(Roethke, Bishop, Hayden, Olsen & Ellison)
  Research Paper Abstract 

13


From Modernism to Postmodernism

   Research Paper Outline 




(Miller, Lowell & Brooks)

14


From Modernism to Postmodernism



(O’Connor, Ginsberg, Rich, Morrison, Plath &



Baraka)

15


The Contemporary Memoir (Anzaldua, 
                 Documented Research Paper



Walker & Alexie) 
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