ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE
Humanities Division
CMS 121 – Fundamentals of Filmmaking
Course Outline
Course Number & Name:  CMS 121 Fundamentals of Filmmaking
Credit Hours:  3.0
Contact Hours:  3.0
Lecture:  2.0

Lab:  2.0
Other:  N/A
Prerequisites:  Grade of “C” or better in CMS 113 or placement
Co-requisites:  None
Concurrent Courses:  None

Course Outline Revision Date:  Fall 2010
Course Description: This introductory course is designed to acquaint students with the basic elements of film production. Students are taught the aesthetics and techniques required for producing a short narrative film. They are also introduced to techniques in producing, writing, cinematography, directing, and editing. Students are required to write, produce, and direct a short film. Note: Students are required to share in the expenses involved in their productions.
Course Goals: Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:
1. develop a storyboard and script for a short film from an original idea;
2. utilize cinematographic techniques to convey meaning and create visual interest in a short film;
3. plan and implement a film shoot with a variety of crew roles; and
4. edit filmed scenes into a short narrative or experimental film.
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs): Upon successful completion of this course, students should specifically be able to do the following:
1.
Develop a storyboard and script for a short film from an original idea:
1.1
visualize/create the film narrative in storyboard format, utilizing framing terminology and adhering to professional standards; and
1.2
write a script utilizing character development, narrative structure and adhering to professional standards
2.
Utilize cinematographic techniques to convey meaning and create visual interest in a short film:
2.1
design and shoot scenes using one-point, two-point or three-point lighting and effects; and
2.2
compose and shoot scenes using a variety of framing techniques, angles, camera movements and lengths
    
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs) (continued):
3.
Plan and implement a film shoot with a variety of crew roles:
3.1
recognize, assign and perform various film production crew roles, including director, producer, actor, lighting technician, sound recordist, camera operator, director of photography, wardrobe designer, etc.
4.
Edit filmed scenes into a short narrative or experimental film:
4.1
utilize industry-standard video editing software to edit and complete a short film;
4.2
experiment with and implement different editing techniques to create visual interest; and
4.3
apply principles of editing such as meaning, temporal, pacing, visual and spatial relation
Methods of Instruction: Instruction will consist of a combination of lecture, demonstration, screenings, film shoots, and edit labs.

Outcomes Assessment:  Rubrics are used to score various elements of the production projects, storyboards and scripts for the presence of course objectives.  Data is collected and analyzed to determine the level of student performance on these assessment instruments in regards to meeting course objectives.  The results of this data analysis are used to guide necessary pedagogical and/or curricular revisions.
Course Requirements: All students are required to:
1.
Read the textbook as assigned.
2.
Be an active participant in class discussions and class shoots.
3.   
Complete all class requirements including storyboard/script and edited film.
Methods of Evaluation:
 Final course grades will be computed as follows:





                  





        % of 

Grading Components
          final course grade


· Class Participation






        25%
Class participation includes attendance, completing class assignments, and involvement in class discussion.  Assignments and discussion will provide evidence of student mastery of course objectives.

· Labs






      

        25%
In-class and out-of-class shoots and edit sessions will provide evidence of student ability to plan and implement a film shoot and utilize cinematographic and editing techniques.
Methods of Evaluation (continued):



                  





        % of 

Grading Components
          final course grade


· Written Assignments
 

      



        25%
Written assignments include storyboards, scripts and written responses to class discussions and assigned readings.  These assignments will provide evidence of student mastery of course objectives.
· Final Project







        25%
The final project involves completion of a short narrative or experimental film and will show the extent to which students achieved course objectives and synthesized course material.
Academic Integrity: Dishonesty disrupts the search for truth that is inherent in the learning process and so devalues the purpose and the mission of the College.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following:
· plagiarism – the failure to acknowledge another writer’s words or ideas or to give proper credit to sources of information;
· cheating – knowingly obtaining or giving unauthorized information on any test/exam or any other academic assignment;
· interference – any interruption of the academic process that prevents others from the proper engagement in learning or teaching; and
· fraud – any act or instance of willful deceit or trickery.
Violations of academic integrity will be dealt with by imposing appropriate sanctions.  Sanctions for acts of academic dishonesty could include the resubmission of an assignment, failure of the test/exam, failure in the course, probation, suspension from the College, and even expulsion from the College.
Student Code of Conduct: All students are expected to conduct themselves as responsible and considerate adults who respect the rights of others.  Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  All students are also expected to attend and be on time all class meetings.  No cell phones or similar electronic devices are permitted in class.  Please refer to the Essex County College student handbook, Lifeline, for more specific information about the College’s Code of Conduct and attendance requirements.
Course Content Outline: based on the text The Filmmakers Handbook, 3rd edition, by Steven Ascher and Edward Pincus.
Week
Chapter/Topic


1 Course introduction | Image Framing and Composition | Read Chapters 1 & 2
2 Pre-production Planning and Storyboarding | Read Chapters 3 – 6
3 Image Control and Lighting | Read Chapters 8 & 12
4 Sound and Scripting | Read Chapters 10 & 11 | Storyboard due
5 Film Crew Roles, Working with Talent, Budgeting | Read Chapter 9
6 First shoot (camera lab)
7 Second shoot (camera lab) | Script Outline due
8 Third shoot (camera lab)
9 Montage Editing Theory
10 Non-linear Editing (edit lab) | Read Chapters 14 & 15
11 Non-linear Editing (edit lab) | Script due
12 Non-linear Editing (edit lab) | Read Chapters 18 & 19
13 Non-linear Editing (edit lab)

14 Final projects due

15 Wrap-up screening and conferences
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