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Course Number & Name:  SPN 100 Practical Spanish

Credit Hours:  3.0
Contact Hours:  3.0
Lecture:  N/A
Lab:  N/A
Other:  N/A

Prerequisites:  None 

Co-requisites:  None



Concurrent Courses:  None

Course Outline Revision Date:  Fall 2010

Course Description: This is an elementary course in speaking and understanding Spanish for students with no previous knowledge of the language, or who have had very little exposure.  The emphasis will be on oral comprehension and oral expression in a variety of practical situations. Language use is encouraged through communicative activities including videos, compact disks, pair/group activities, role-playing, and games.  Fundamentals of pronunciation, some basic grammar, and essential vocabulary are introduced as they are necessary components of communicative competence.

Course Goals: Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:

1. speak correctly and interpret elementary-level Spanish; and
2. describe the various cultures of the Spanish-speaking world.
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs): Upon successful completion of this course, students should specifically be able to do the following:

1. Speak correctly and interpret elementary-level Spanish:

1.1 pronounce correctly the basic sounds of the Spanish language;

1.2 speak at a normal rate on an elementary level;
1.3 use vocabulary and expressions in a variety of real-life situations;

1.4 use survival vocabulary and grammatical forms necessary to give brief personal descriptions and express personal feelings; and
1.5 paraphrase basic conversational Spanish when spoken at a normal rate
2. Describe the various cultures of the Spanish-speaking world:

2.1
distinguish between the Spanish spoken in the different countries of the Hispanic world;
2.2
recognize and describe the rich, vast culture and civilization of the Hispanic world;
2.3
discuss the influences of the Hispanic culture on the American society; and

2.4
describe the various schedules in the Hispanic world
Methods of Instruction:  Language use is encouraged through communicative activities including videos, compact discs (CDs), Spanish language computer software, group work, role-playing, games, reading assignments from the text and other sources, current events, class lectures, and discussions.

Outcomes Assessment: Oral exams and topics for oral presentations are blueprinted to course objectives and evaluated via checklist rubrics. Data is collected and analyzed to determine the level of student performance on these assessment instruments in regards to meeting course objectives.  The results of this data analysis are used to guide necessary pedagogical and/or curricular revisions

Course Requirements: All students are required to:

1. Take all oral tests on the material presented in each chapter of the textbook.  Each test will include listening comprehension, oral communication, grammar, and vocabulary.

2. Use the minimum of grammatical forms covered in class.

3. Use all words and idioms covered during the semester.

4. Actively participate in classroom activities including dialogue practice and oral presentations designed to enhance conversational fluency.

5. Complete weekly homework assignments from the textbook or other sources.

6. Attend at least 90% of class sessions.

Methods of Evaluation:
 Final course grades will be computed as follows:





                  





        % of 

Grading Components
          final course grade


· Class attendance and participation




        20% 

Students must attend 90% of all classes and participate in all class activities, which are designed to emphasize course objectives.
· Homework




  


        20%

Students complete homework, which is evaluated to ensure that they are meeting course objectives.
· 4 or more Oral Tests (dates specified by the instructor)


        40%

Oral tests scored by checklist rubrics will provide evidence of the extent to which students master course objectives.
· Dialogue and individual presentations




        20%


Presentations will provide evidence of the extent to which students master course objectives and have synthesized all course material.
Note: Students must demonstrate 70% competency on oral tests, dialogue and individual presentations and homework assignments to pass the course.  Also, students must be ready to participate actively in all group and whole class activities.
Academic Integrity: Dishonesty disrupts the search for truth that is inherent in the learning process and so devalues the purpose and the mission of the College.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following:

· plagiarism – the failure to acknowledge another writer’s words or ideas or to give proper credit to sources of information;

· cheating – knowingly obtaining or giving unauthorized information on any test/exam or any other academic assignment;

· interference – any interruption of the academic process that prevents others from the proper engagement in learning or teaching; and

· fraud – any act or instance of willful deceit or trickery.

Violations of academic integrity will be dealt with by imposing appropriate sanctions.  Sanctions for acts of academic dishonesty could include the resubmission of an assignment, failure of the test/exam, failure in the course, probation, suspension from the College, and even expulsion from the College.

Student Code of Conduct: All students are expected to conduct themselves as responsible and considerate adults who respect the rights of others.  Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  All students are also expected to attend and be on time for all class meetings.  No cell phones or similar electronic devices are permitted in class.  Please refer to the Essex County College student handbook, Lifeline, for more specific information about the College’s Code of Conduct and attendance requirements.

Course Content Outline: based on the text Hola, Amigos!, 7th edition, by Jarvis, Lebredo & Mena-Ayllón; published by Houghton Mifflin Company; ISBN-13 #: 978-0-618-79404-1

Week
Content

1
Introduction and explanation of class syllabus

Introduction and practice of the sounds of the Spanish language
Gender, number of nouns, definite and indefinite articles; subject pronouns, alphabet, numbers 0 – 39; present indicative of “ser,” forms of adjectives and agreement of articles, nouns, and adjectives
Pronunciation of vowels
Unit 1, Lección 1

Lectura and role playing “Bienvenidos” & “En la Universidad de California en Los Ángeles”

2
Greetings, formal and informal

Numbers 40 – 200, possessive adjectives, gender of nouns, present indicative of “ar” verbs, interrogative and negative sentences, telling time, days of the week, months and seasons
Pronunciation linking


Appropriate body language with greetings 


Unit 1, Lección 2


Lectura and role playing "Nuestras Clases" 

3
Present indicative of “er” and “ir” verbs, tener and venir, possession with “de”, expressions with “tener”, demonstrative adjectives and pronouns, numbers 300 – 1000

Pronunciation of the consonants “b” and “v”
Unit 2, Lección 3

Lectura and role playing “Los Trabajos de la Casa”

4
Verbs with irregular first person forms, verbs saber versus conocer, personal “a”, contractions “al” and “del”, present indicative of ir,  dar and estar, ir a + infinitivo

Pronunciation of the consonant “c” 


Unit 2, Lección 4


Lectura and role playing “Una Fiesta de Cumpleaños”

5 
Present progressive of verbs; uses of ser and estar, stem-changing verbs “e to ie”, comparative and superlative adjectives, adverbs and nouns, pronouns as objects of preposition

Pronunciation of the consonants “g”, “j” & “h“

Unit 3, Lección 5


Lectura and role playing “El Menú, Por Favor”


Oral Test 1
Week
Content

6 
Stem-changing verbs “o to ue” and “e to i”, direct object pronouns, affirmative and negative expressions Hace ____ que 


Pronunciation of the consonants “ll” and “ñ”

Unit 3, Lección 6


Lectura and role playing “En el Mercado”

7
Simple past tense of regular verbs, ser, ir and dar, indirect object pronouns, verb gustar, reflexive contractions

Pronunciation of the consonants “l”, “r” & “rr”

Unit 4, Lección 7


Lectura and role-playing “Un Fin de Semana “


Preparation and practice for oral presentation
8
Preparation and practice for Oral Presentation

Oral Test 2
9
Simple past tense of some irregular verbs, direct and indirect object pronouns used together, stem-changing verbs in the past tense, the past progressive or past habitual verbs

Pronunciation in context


Unit 4, Lección 8


Lectura and role-playing “Actividades al Aire Libre”

10
Some uses of “por and para”, weather expressions, the difference between the simple past tense and the past progressive or past habitual verbs, hace _  meaning ago, possessive pronouns

Pronunciation in context

Unit 5, Lección 9


Lectura and role-playing “No Tengo Nada que Ponerme”

11
Past participles, present perfect, and past perfect tenses, formal; commands, Ud and Uds

Pronunciation in context

Unit 5, Leccion 10


Lectura and role-playing “Diligencias”

12
Subjunctive mood with verbs of volition, verbs of emotion, some uses of the prepositions a, de and en

Pronunciation in context  


Unit 6, Lección 11


Lectura and role-playing “Buen Viaje” 


Oral Test 3
Week
Content

13
Subjunctive mood to express indefiniteness and nonexistence, familiar commands, ordinal numbers

Pronunciation in context


Unit 6, Lección 12


Lectura and role-playing “¿Dónde Nos Hospedamos?”

14 
Subjunctive mood to express doubt, denial and disbelief, subjunctive mood with 
certain conjunctions, review of command forms

Pronunciation in context


Unit 7, Lección 13


Lectura and role playing “En La Sala de Emergencia”

15 

Review and Oral Test 4
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