ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE
Bilingual Studies Division
ESL 108 – ESL Advanced Academic Grammar for Writing
Course Outline
Course Number and Name: ESL 108 ESL Advanced Academic Grammar for Writing
Credit hours:  3.0
 Contact Hours:  3.0
Lecture: 3.0
Lab: N/A
Other: N/A
Prerequisites:  Grade of “C” or better in ESL 100
Co-requisites:  None



Concurrent Courses:  ESL 103/104 or ESL 105/106
Course Outline Revision Date: Fall 2010
Course Description: This is an advanced grammar course for students who have achieved a certain degree of fluency in their writing but still lack proficiency in their use of grammar. The goal of this course is to have students work on specific grammatical structures in the context of their own writing so that they can analyze and master them. The topics studied in the class focus on errors that are typical and give ESL students difficulty at the higher levels. 

Course Goals: Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:
1.
write compositions that target specific grammatical structures using acceptable essay format and with a high degree of correctness;
2. 
use correct sentence structure, including appropriate word order and punctuation in order to ensure clarity of meaning;
3.
revise effectively one’s written compositions by applying the rules of grammar in order to identify and correct grammatical errors; and
4.
use an American English dictionary for checking spelling, plural forms, and verb forms.
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs): Upon successful completion of this course, students should specifically be able to do the following: 
1.
Write compositions that target specific grammatical structures using acceptable essay format and with a high degree of correctness:          

1.1
write compositions that correctly use present or past perfect verb tenses or past modals using a multi-paragraph essay format; and

1.2
write compositions that use a variety of complex sentences with adverbial, adjective and noun clauses 
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs) (continued):
 2.
Use correct sentence structure, including appropriate word order and punctuation in order to ensure clarity of meaning:
2.1 identify and correct sentences that are confusing and interfere with the communication of clear meaning due to sentence order or structural errors; and
2.2
identify and correct errors with run-on sentences and fragments due to incorrect use of punctuation
3.
Revise effectively one’s written compositions by applying the rules of grammar in order to identify and correct grammatical errors:


3.1
apply knowledge of the conditional to correct errors with verb forms in sentences that use the real and/or unreal conditional; and

3.2  apply knowledge of all past verb tenses to correct errors when using reported speech
4.
Use an American English dictionary for checking spelling, plural forms, and verb forms:

4.1 use the dictionary to find or correct spelling as part of the editing process; and
4.2 use the dictionary to check noun or adjective or adverb forms of a specific word
Methods of Instruction: Instruction will consist of combination of lectures, practice, discussions, group projects, and computer-aided instruction. 
Outcomes Assessment: Test questions are blueprinted to course objectives. Rubrics are used to evaluate writing assignments and revision exercises for the presence of course objectives.  Data is collected and analyzed to determine the level of student performance on these assessment instruments in regards to meeting course objectives. The results of this data analysis are used to guide necessary pedagogical and/or curricular revisions.
Course Requirements: All students are required to: 

1. Attend at least 90% of all class sessions. 

2. Participate in all class activities. 

3. Complete all homework assignments. 

4. Complete four writing assignments to practice the grammatical structures in context.

5. Complete four to six revision (editing) exercises based on students’ compositions or sample compositions provided by the instructor. 
6. Take a minimum of four tests.

Methods of Evaluation: Final course grades will be computed as follows:
                                                                                           



% of 
Grading Components
         




 final course grade


· Attendance & Class Participation 




20%


Students need to attend at least 90% of class sessions and participate during class activities to benefit from the guidance of the instructor and the interaction with classmates. 

· Homework/4 or more Writing Assignments 



40%
Students need to complete daily assignments from the book or exercises generated from students’ writing and write compositions to practice grammatical structures, which are emphasized in the course objectives.

· 4 or more Revision Exercises


20%

Students need to complete revisions exercises in which they edit errors of the grammatical structures to demonstrate they are meeting the course objectives. 

· 4 or more Timed, In-class Tests





20% 
Tests will provide evidence of the extent to which students master course objectives.

Note: In this class, attendance, participation and homework are essential to students' success.  If students are not active members and creators during the course of the semester, they will not benefit from the material covered in class.
Academic Integrity: Dishonesty disrupts the search for truth that is inherent in the learning process and so devalues the purpose and the mission of the College.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following:

· plagiarism – the failure to acknowledge another writer’s words or ideas or to give proper credit to sources of information;

· cheating – knowingly obtaining or giving unauthorized information on any test/exam or any other academic assignment;

· interference – any interruption of the academic process that prevents others from the proper engagement in learning or teaching; and

· fraud – any act or instance of willful deceit or trickery.

Violations of academic integrity will be dealt with by imposing appropriate sanctions.  Sanctions for acts of academic dishonesty could include the resubmission of an assignment, failure of the test/exam, failure in the course, probation, suspension from the College, and even expulsion from the College.

Student Code of Conduct: All students are expected to conduct themselves as responsible and considerate adults who respect the rights of others.  Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  All students are also expected to attend and be on time for all class meetings.  No cell phones or similar electronic devices are permitted in class.  Please refer to the Essex County College student handbook, Lifeline, for more specific information about the College’s Code of Conduct and attendance requirements.

Course Content Outline: based on the text Top 20, Great Grammar for Great Writing, by Folse, Vestri  & Smith-Palinkas; 2nd edition, published by Thomson/Heinle; 2008; ISBN #: 13: 978-061878967-2.
Week

Content/Chapters/Assignments
1

Initial assessment


Introduction of the course

2 – 3  

Review of perfect verb tenses – Chapter 4


past perfect verb tenses (relation to simple past and past progressive verb tenses)

Reported – Chapter 16

  
Writing assignment and revision exercise 

4

Test #1 on perfect verb tenses

Introduction to the passive voice  



5

The passive voice (continued) – Chapter 11


Writing assignment and revision exercise

6 – 7

Test #2 on the passive voice

Past modals   




Writing assignment and revision exercise


8

Gerunds and infinitives – Chapter 10




9 – 10
 
Test #3 on gerunds and infinitives

Adjective clauses – Chapter 14



11 – 12

Noun clauses – Chapter 16



Test #4 on adjectives and noun clauses  

13 – 14

Conditional sentences – Chapter 12 



Writing assignment and revision exercise

15

Review 
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