ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE
Bilingual Studies Division
ESL 095 – Writing, Reading, and Communication I
Course Outline
Course Number & Name:  ESL 095 Writing, Reading, and Communication I
Credit Hours:  6.0
Contact Hours:  6.0
Lecture:  6.0
Lab:  N/A
Other:  N/A
Prerequisites:  Grades of “C” or better in ESL 073, ESL 074, ESL 075, ESL 076 & ESL 077 or placement
Co-requisites:  ESL 080



Concurrent Courses: None
Course Outline Revision Date:  Fall 2010
Course Description: This is an intermediate ESL writing course designed for students whose first language is not English.  Through extensive reading and writing activities, students will learn to read and write English with greater confidence and ease. In this course, students will read authentic and unedited works of popular fiction and non-fiction in English.  By reading, and by discussing and writing about what they read, students will enhance their vocabulary and comprehension of written English. Students will also learn to produce fluent, coherent, logical and academic prose, as they write about topics and books read in class.  Grammar will be explained in the context of student writings, in an effort to clarify meaning.  This course is conducted in English.
Course Goals: Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:
1.
identify main ideas of a text and express one’s opinions about the text orally and in writing;
2.
identify and use new vocabulary from readings;
3.
write compositions that are logical, clear, and complete; and
4.
employ correct basic grammatical structures in the compositions.

Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs): Upon successful completion of this course, students should specifically be able to do the following:
1.
Identify main ideas of a text and express one’s opinions about the text orally and in writing:
1.1 differentiate main ideas from supporting details;
1.2 summarize opinions of the text in double-entry journals and other reading journals; and
1.3 distinguish fact from opinion

2.
Identify and use new vocabulary from readings:
2.1
interpret meaning of new vocabulary from context;
2.2
employ new vocabulary in compositions and reading journals;
2.3
  analyze word forms; and
2.4   use a monolingual dictionary to look up word meanings
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs) (continued):
3.
Write compositions that are logical, clear, and complete:
3.1  
organize writing into introduction, body, and conclusion;
3.2
develop main ideas with supporting details; and
3.3
employ transitions to show progression of ideas
4.     Employ correct basic grammatical structures in the compositions:
4.1
use present and past tenses appropriately;

4.2
use correct word order; and
4.3
employ correct writing mechanics, including punctuation, spelling, and capitalization
Methods of Instruction: Instruction will consist of lecture, discussion, group projects, computer-assisted, role-playing, whole class discussion, videos, individual projects, and student-teacher conferences.
Outcomes Assessment: Quiz and exam questions are blueprinted to course objectives. Rubrics are used to evaluate writing assignments and journals for the presence of course objectives.  Data is collected and analyzed to determine the level of student performance on these assessment instruments in regards to meeting course objectives. The results of this data analysis are used to guide necessary pedagogical and/or curricular revisions.
Course Requirements: All students are required to:
1.
Attend at least 90% of all class sessions;
2.
Complete all homework assignments and submit them on time;
3.
Participate in class activities.
4.
Take all quizzes, tests, and a midterm and final exam as scheduled.

5. 
Write a minimum of 7 in-class writings (test-like compositions), excluding the midterm and final exams.

Methods of Evaluation:
 Final course grades will be computed as follows:





                  





        % of 

Grading Components
          final course grade

· Homework, quizzes, class participation




        15%
Students need to complete homework assignments which are designed to reinforce course objectives.  Quizzes will provide evidence of the extent to which students have met course objectives. Students need to participate during class to benefit from the guidance of the instructor.
· Reading journals






        15%
All homework reading assignments will be accompanied by a reading journal entry, which is designed to enhance student mastery of course objectives.
· 7 or more In-class writings





        35%
In-class writings will provide evidence of the extent of student mastery of course objectives.
· Midterm Exam






 
        10%
The midterm exam will be holistically scored by a Divisional rubric, which evaluates the presence and mastery of course objectives that are based on content covered during the first half of the semester.
· Final Exam







        25%
The final exam will be holistically scored by a Divisional rubric, which evaluates the presence and mastery of course objectives that are based on content covered during the entire semester.
Note: Students must score a minimum of 70% in overall class work and score a minimum of 3.75 on the final exam (scored via the Divisional rubric) to advance to the next level (ESL 103/104).
Academic Integrity: Dishonesty disrupts the search for truth that is inherent in the learning process and so devalues the purpose and the mission of the College.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following:

· plagiarism – the failure to acknowledge another writer’s words or ideas or to give proper credit to sources of information;

· cheating – knowingly obtaining or giving unauthorized information on any test/exam or any other academic assignment;

· interference – any interruption of the academic process that prevents others from the proper engagement in learning or teaching; and

· fraud – any act or instance of willful deceit or trickery.

Academic Integrity (continued):
Violations of academic integrity will be dealt with by imposing appropriate sanctions.  Sanctions for acts of academic dishonesty could include the resubmission of an assignment, failure of the test/exam, failure in the course, probation, suspension from the College, and even expulsion from the College.

Student Code of Conduct: All students are expected to conduct themselves as responsible and considerate adults who respect the rights of others.  Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  All students are also expected to attend and be on time for all class meetings.  No cell phones or similar electronic devices are permitted in class.  Please refer to the Essex County College student handbook, Lifeline, for more specific information about the College’s Code of Conduct and attendance requirements.
Course Content Outline: based on the texts Beyond True Stories, by Sandra Heyer; published by Longman, New York, NY, 2003; ISBN #: 0-13-091814-8; and The Alchemist, by Paulo Coelho; published by HarperCollins, New York, NY, 1993;  ISBN-13 #:  978-0-06-112241-5.
Week

Content/Assignments
1 
Diagnostic writing sample; course orientation, distribution of class syllabus; distribution of ESL Writing Rubric evaluation instrument; and getting to know each other
2 – 3 

Beyond True Stories Unit 1: “Longevity”; in-class composition #1 from Unit 1

4 
Beyond True Stories Unit 2: “Finding Work That Is Right For You”; in-class composition #2 based on Unit 2
5 
Beyond True Stories Unit 4: “Finding the Right Person to Marry”; in-class composition #3 based on Unit 3
6
Beyond True Stories Unit 5: “Intuition”; in-class composition #4 based on Unit 4
7 
Beyond True Stories Unit 8: “Helping One Another”; preparing for in-class Midterm Exam writing
8
The Alchemist Introduction and overview of novel; Midterm Exam (in-class writing)
9 

The Alchemist; in-class composition #5 based on The Alchemist
10

The Alchemist; in-class discussion based on The Alchemist
11

The Alchemist; in-class composition #6 based on The Alchemist
12

The Alchemist; in-class discussion based on The Alchemist
13

The Alchemist; in-class composition #7 based on The Alchemist
14

The Alchemist; preparing for in-class Final Exam writing
15

Final Exam (in-class writing)
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