ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE
Bilingual Studies Division
ESL 077 – ESL Intensive Experience Writing
Course Outline
Course Number & Name:  ESL 077 ESL Intensive Experience Writing
Credit Hours:  3.0
Contact Hours:  3.0
Lecture:  3.0
Lab:  N/A
Other:  N/A
Prerequisites:  Placement by writing sample and interview
Co-requisites:  ESL 073, ESL 074, ESL 075, and ESL 076

Concurrent Courses:  None
Course Outline Revision Date:  Fall 2010
Course Description: This is a basic English as a Second Language writing course for students who demonstrate first language literacy and some prior exposure to English.  Through lecture, group dynamics, and one-on-one student-teacher interaction, students will learn to communicate ideas with increased fluency, clarity, and grammatical accuracy in English, while gradually decreasing their reliance on first language translation.  Using fundamental prewriting and revision strategies, students will learn to employ a writing process which will facilitate their approach to writing tasks of both an academic and functional nature.  All class sessions will be conducted English. 

Course Goals: Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:
1.
write reactions to fiction and academic texts;
2.
use new vocabulary items related to class topics and readings;
3.   employ English grammatical structures in writing paragraphs; and
4.
develop paragraphs through simple, coherent, and organized sentences.
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs): Upon successful completion of this course, students should specifically be able to do the following:
1.
Write reactions to fiction and academic texts:
1.1 restate main ideas in summary form; and
1.2 differentiate main ideas from details
2.
Use new vocabulary items related to class topics and readings:
2.1
employ new vocabulary in reaction pieces and other writings
3.
Employ English grammatical structures in writing paragraphs:
3.1
use present and past tenses correctly;
3.2
use correct word order; and
3.3
employ correct writing mechanics, including punctuation, spelling, and capitalization
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs) (continued):
4.  Develop paragraphs through simple, coherent, and organized sentences:
4.1
write a topic sentence, supporting ideas, and a concluding statement;
4.2
develop topics into three or more paragraph essays; and
4.3
revise paragraphs as required
Methods of Instruction: Instruction will consist of lectures, grammar demonstrations, picture series, student-centered strategies, such as big and small group discussion, pair-work, peer tutoring, and computer-assisted learning.
Outcomes Assessment: Exam questions are blueprinted to course objectives. Rubrics are used to evaluate various drafts of writing assignments for the presence of course objectives.  Data is collected and analyzed to determine the level of student performance on these assessment instruments in regards to meeting course objectives. The results of this data analysis are used to guide necessary pedagogical and/or curricular revisions.

Course Requirements: All students are required to:
1.
Attend at least 90% of all class sessions.
2.
Complete all assigned homework and writing assignments and submit them on time.
3.
Participate in class activities.
4.
Take all quizzes (if applicable) and a midterm and final exam.
Methods of Evaluation:
 Final course grades will be computed as follows:





                  





        % of 

Grading Components
          final course grade

· Homework, quizzes, class participation




        15%
Students need to complete homework assignments which are designed to reinforce course objectives.  Quizzes will provide evidence of the extent to which students have met course objectives. Students need to participate during class to benefit from the guidance of the instructor.
· 6 or more In-class Writing Assignments
     



        50%
A departmental rubric, which evaluates the presence and mastery of course objectives, will be used to grade first drafts of in-class writing assignments.  Students will revise additional drafts at home.
Methods of Evaluation (continued):



                  





        % of 

Grading Components
          final course grade

· Midterm Exam






   
        10%
The departmental midterm exam will be graded via a departmental rubric, which evaluates the presence and mastery of course objectives that are based on content covered during the first half of the semester.


· Final Exam







        25% 
The departmental final exam will be graded via a departmental rubric, which evaluates the presence and mastery of course objectives that are based on content covered during the entire semester.
Note: Students must score a minimum of 70% in overall class work and score a minimum of 3.75 on the final exam as scored by the departmental rubric to advance to the next level (ESL 103/104).
Academic Integrity: Dishonesty disrupts the search for truth that is inherent in the learning process and so devalues the purpose and the mission of the College.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following:

· plagiarism – the failure to acknowledge another writer’s words or ideas or to give proper credit to sources of information;

· cheating – knowingly obtaining or giving unauthorized information on any test/exam or any other academic assignment;

· interference – any interruption of the academic process that prevents others from the proper engagement in learning or teaching; and

· fraud – any act or instance of willful deceit or trickery.

Violations of academic integrity will be dealt with by imposing appropriate sanctions.  Sanctions for acts of academic dishonesty could include the resubmission of an assignment, failure of the test/exam, failure in the course, probation, suspension from the College, and even expulsion from the College.

Student Code of Conduct: All students are expected to conduct themselves as responsible and considerate adults who respect the rights of others.  Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  All students are also expected to attend and be on time for all class meetings.  No cell phones or similar electronic devices are permitted in class.  Please refer to the Essex County College student handbook, Lifeline, for more specific information about the College’s Code of Conduct and attendance requirements.
Course Content Outline: based on the texts World Folktales, by Anita Stern; published by National Textbook Company, Chicago, IL, 1994; ISBN 0-8442-0781-0; and Fly Away Home, by Patricia Hermes; published by Newmarket Press, New York, NY, 1996; ISBN #: 1-55704-489-9
Week

Content/Assignments


1

Introduction and review of the class syllabus; initial testing and assessment
2
Introduce reading journals, summaries, and dictation; simple present and present continuous
3

Introduce free-writing; continue summaries and dictation; first in-class writing
4
First draft of first composition; brainstorming; paragraph format: capitalization, indenting, margins, title; simple past; second draft of first composition

5

Work on introductions; first draft of second in-class writing
6 
Work on development of ideas; review types of writing; second draft of second composition
7
Work on conclusions; first draft of third in-class writing; review paragraph format for Midterm Exam
8
Midterm Exam; continue work on organizing ideas
9
Second draft of third composition; work on revising
10
Theme writing, based on readings; fourth in-class writing
11
Point-of-view writing; second draft of fourth composition
12
Continue point-of-view writing; first draft of fifth in-class writing
13
Review brainstorming, introduction, and examples as supporting details; second 
draft of fifth composition
14
First draft of sixth in-class writing; review conclusions and revising
15
Continue review; Final Exam
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