ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE
Bilingual Studies Division
ESL 080 – ESL Basic Academic Grammar
Course Outline

Course Number and Name: ESL 080 ESL Basic Academic Grammar
Credit hours:  4.5 
Contact Hours:  4.5
Lecture: 4.5
Lab: N/A
Other: N/A
Prerequisites:  None
Co-requisites:  ESL 095 and a writing sample placing

Concurrent Courses:  None
     the student at the ESL 095 level
Course Outline Revision Date: Fall 2010
Course Description: This course is for students who need to understand basic English grammatical structures for effective communication and self-error analysis and correction. The grammatical structures will be presented on a natural context through informative, high-interest readings, meaningful discussions and follow-up writing exercises. 

Course Goals: Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:
1.
define the basic English grammatical structures;
2.
recognize the correct use of the rules of grammar in speaking and writing;

3.
apply the rules of grammar for error analysis and correction;

4.
compare and contrast oral and written communication; and

5.
identify and analyze grammatical structures in assigned readings and writing exercises.
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs): Upon successful completion of this course, students should specifically be able to do the following: 
1.
Define the basic English grammatical structures:


1.1
define and explain basic verb tenses (e.g., simple present, present progressive, simple past, past progressive, and future) with “will” and “be + going to + verb;” 

1.2
define and explain nouns, pronouns, and adjectives; and

1.3
define and explain the basic parts of the sentence – subject + verb + object
2.
Recognize the correct use of the rules of grammar in speaking and writing:


2.1
recognize when to use the simple present verb tense to express ideas about general time, facts, and/or opinions; and

2.2
recognize when to use the simple past verb tense versus the past progressive verb tense to express ideas about main events versus background details in the past
Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs) (continued):
3.
Apply the rules of grammar for error analysis and correction:


3.1
implement the simple present verb tense to correct errors of subject-verb agreement; and

3.2
implement regular and irregular verb forms to correct errors in the use of the simple past verb tense
4.
Compare and contrast oral and written communication:


4.1
recognize and explain the difference between “wanna” in speaking as compared to “want to” in writing; and

4.2
recognize and explain the difference between “gonna” in speaking as compared to “going to” in writing; and

4.3
recognize and discuss how contractions are acceptable and even desired in speaking but not in academic writing

5.
Identify and analyze grammatical structures in assigned readings and writing exercises:


5.1
identify and explain the use of different types of nouns (count/non-count) in sample readings, writing, and/or revision exercises; and

5.2
identify and explain the use of the comparative with short and long adjectives in sample reading, writing, and/or revision exercises
Methods of Instruction: Instruction will consist of combination of lectures, practice, discussions, group projects, and computer-aided instruction. 
Outcomes Assessment: Test questions are blueprinted to course objectives. Rubrics are used to evaluate writing assignments, revision exercises, and group projects for the presence of course objectives.  Data is collected and analyzed to determine the level of student performance on these assessment instruments in regards to meeting course objectives. The results of this data analysis are used to guide necessary pedagogical and/or curricular revisions.
Course Requirements: All students are required to: 

1. Attend at least 90% of all class sessions. 

2. Participate in all class activities. 

3. Complete all homework assignments. 

4. Complete three writing assignments to practice the grammatical structures in context.

5. Complete four to six revision (editing) exercises based on students’ compositions or sample compositions provided by the instructor. 
6. Take a minimum of four tests.

Methods of Evaluation: Final course grades will be computed as follows:
                                                                                           



% of 
Grading Components
         




 final course grade


· Attendance & Class Participation 




20%



Students need to attend at least 90% of class sessions and participate during class activities to benefit from the guidance of the instructor and the interaction with classmates. 

· Homework/ 3 or more Writing Assignments 



25%
Students need to complete daily assignments from the book or exercises generated from students’ writing and write compositions to practice grammatical structures, which are emphasized in the course objectives.

· 4 or more Revision Exercises





20%
Students need to complete revisions exercises in which they edit errors of the grammatical structures to demonstrate they are meeting the course objectives. 

· 4 or more Timed, In-class Tests





20% 
Tests will provide evidence of the extent to which students master course objectives.

· Group Projects







15%

Students work in groups to practice grammatical structures in content-rich activities, which promote the natural use of language (e.g., creating a story based on a picture sequence to use the past tenses), which is emphasized in the course objectives.

Note: In this class, attendance, participation and homework are essential to students' success.  If students are not active members and creators during the course of the semester, they will not benefit from the material covered in class.
Academic Integrity: Dishonesty disrupts the search for truth that is inherent in the learning process and so devalues the purpose and the mission of the College.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following:

· plagiarism – the failure to acknowledge another writer’s words or ideas or to give proper credit to sources of information;

· cheating – knowingly obtaining or giving unauthorized information on any test/exam or any other academic assignment;

· interference – any interruption of the academic process that prevents others from the proper engagement in learning or teaching; and

· fraud – any act or instance of willful deceit or trickery.

Academic Integrity (continued): 
Violations of academic integrity will be dealt with by imposing appropriate sanctions.  Sanctions for acts of academic dishonesty could include the resubmission of an assignment, failure of the test/exam, failure in the course, probation, suspension from the College, and even expulsion from the College.

Student Code of Conduct: All students are expected to conduct themselves as responsible and considerate adults who respect the rights of others.  Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  All students are also expected to attend and be on time for all class meetings.  No cell phones or similar electronic devices are permitted in class.  Please refer to the Essex County College student handbook, Lifeline, for more specific information about the College’s Code of Conduct and attendance requirements.

Course Content Outline: based on the text Grammar in Context, Book 2, 2nd edition, by Sandra E Elbaum; published by Heinle; 2010; ISBN #: 978-1-4240-7901-8.
Week

Content/Chapters/Assignments
1

Initial assessment


Introduction of the course

2 – 3

Past and past progressive verb tenses
4

Test #1 on past verb tenses
Writing assignment
Revision exercise
5 – 6

Present and present progressive verb tenses
7

Test #2 on present verb tenses
Writing assignment
Revision exercise
Future verb tense
8 – 9

Future verb tense (continued)
Nouns and pronouns
Singular and plural forms
10

Nouns and pronouns (continued)



Test #3 on Future verb tense and nouns and pronouns
Revision exercise
11 – 12

Adjectives
Comparatives and superlatives
13

Writing assignment
Revision exercise
Sentence structure
14

Test #4 on adjectives and sentence structure
Sentence structure (continued)
Revision exercise

15

Review
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